
Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 1) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, refugees, 
Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your role, express 
yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be creative and 
have fun. 
 
Marwan: You are a 24-year-old who lives in Ramallah. Seven years ago, you came to the United States 
and participated in a program called “Seeds of Peace.” It brought Israeli and Arab young people together 
to learn about each other and explore how they could live in peace together. You found the program to 
be very positive. You were seen as an equal, and you could talk to Israelis as equals. You lived together, 
worked together, competed together, and shared your hopes and fears together. You believed in the 
prospects for peace. Yet, today, you have not been able to finish your studies in college as the Israeli 
authorities constantly shut it down. You have no job, and some of your friends have been killed in 
clashes with the Israeli military or by shelling. Most of the time, you cannot leave Ramallah and must be 
off the street by nightfall. Some weeks the people of Ramallah cannot be outside at all. You are 
increasingly incensed by the policies of Israel, the United States, and the European Union to boycott the 
Palestinian Authority because of the election of Hamas. You have never particularly liked Hamas, but for 
Israel and America to promote democracy in the Palestinian Authority and then reject what was by 
every measure a free and fair election is more evidence that they want to dictate terms to the 
Palestinians. Also, members of Seeds of Peace and moderate voices in the Palestinian community have 
been harassed or locked up along with those the Israelis suspect of terrorism. It is harder to retain 
friendships with Israelis nowadays–they often want moral equivalency. Your Israeli friends see Jews and 
Arabs as victims who suffer equally now. But far more Palestinians have been killed. And while you 
grieve for innocent Israelis, the Israelis could easily stop this escalating violence and make peace by 
withdrawing the military, dismantling the settlements, and giving Palestinians all of their land in the 
West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem, as called for by United Nations resolutions. 
 
You have long been an advocate and organizer for Palestinian-Israeli exchanges. But you are now 
disillusioned. You now believe Israelis participated in exchanges and peace groups only to feel good 
about themselves. They could claim to be open-minded and liberal. Still, when any challenge to their 
easy lives occurred, they retreated from peace and demanded revenge and a strong military response to 
Palestinian unrest. You were always expected to speak Hebrew or English when you met with Israelis. 
Most Israelis never bother to learn Arabic. It reinforces the inequities and imbalance of power between 
Israelis and Palestinians. It is particularly galling for you to go through Israeli checkpoints manned by 
Russian or Ethiopian Jewish émigrés who can barely speak Hebrew while you are fluent. Yet they are the 
ones with the guns. 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 2) 

 
 

You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 

Noha: You are a doctor who has long been an advocate of non-violent demonstrations against the Israeli 
military occupation. You believe that the suicide attacks play into the hands of the Israeli hard-liners. 
Palestinian violence gives Israel a pretext to keep its military in Palestinian territories and expand 
settlements. Soon these “facts on the ground” will become permanent so that Israel can say that any 
Palestinian state will be nothing but a few cities linked together in order to ensure Israeli security. You 
also feel that it is critical for the United States to realize that actively supporting a peace process is also 
important for moderate forces throughout Middle East. Arabs will be much more likely to support action 
against extremists in the Middle East, if they saw that the United States was also working for peace and 
human rights for Palestinians. At the same time, killing Israeli civilians simply gives Israel the moral high 
ground and erodes international support for the Palestinian cause. One of the reasons for the success of 
the intifada in the 1980s was that the world saw defenseless boys being killed by Israeli tanks. The boys 
don’t seem defenseless any more and use tactics that repel most people. 

 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 3) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Dalia: You are a professor of sociology at Bir Zeit University. As you see the problem, violence is fueled 
mostly by unemployed young men. This is true throughout the Arab world. It’s also true in Pakistan; true 
in Indonesia; true in the Philippines; true in Sierra Leone or Colombia or Northern Ireland. Who is 
responsible for their plight? What can they do about it? Most live at home, have no visible means and 
thus often have no prospects for marriage. They are frustrated and angry, and easily exploitable and 
manipulated. It is easy to talk them into blowing themselves up for a cause. They make a name for 
themselves. Someone who had nothing can become somebody. Otherwise, there are so few 
opportunities to make a difference for one’s people, for one’s community, even for oneself. The road to 
peace begins with economic development. You blame both the corrupt Palestinian government officials 
for enriching themselves off the suffering of the Palestinian people and the Israelis and international 
community for not helping to develop economically these lands while talking so much about peace. The 
international community is strangling Palestine economically. Most Palestinians, as despair, poverty and 
unemployment grow dramatically, with no end of Israeli occupation, increasingly have developed an 
attitude where they think, “if this is peace, I may be better off with war.” You find it laughable that the 
Israelis hold Mahmoud Abbas responsible for stopping the violence because Israel does not reward him 
for any attempts at moderation. 
 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 4) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Mohammed: You are a shopkeeper from Nablus who has come to support Hamas. You are not 
particularly religious, but you lost faith in Fatah’s Palestinian leadership. Most Palestinians have become 
much poorer in the past few years, while Fatah leaders have greatly enriched themselves. If they won’t 
look out for the people’s interests, who will? At least Hamas has shown that it will stand up to Israel. 
Most Israelis seem to support the military occupation and the daily humiliation of the Palestinian 
people. Hamas will not be humiliated. Your father was a farmer who grew olives and grazed sheep on 
his land. That land was confiscated in 1984 for a Jewish settlement on a hill south of Nablus. Your father 
had no recourse because some of his papers were missing as a result of the change of laws between the 
Ottoman Empire and the British Mandate and the subsequent wars. Your father lost everything and died 
soon thereafter. So the Israelis must withdraw from all the lands they occupied in 1967 – the West Bank, 
Gaza, East Jerusalem, the Golan Heights – as called for in United Nations Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338, and constantly reaffirmed by the United Nations to this day. 
You feel that this struggle is all about power. Palestinians must find a way to counter the strength of 
Israel. The power asymmetry between Israel and Palestinians continues to grow. Palestinians have no 
other recourse than a kind of guerilla violence and they have no other means to challenge the mighty 
Israeli military machine. In addition, the Jewish state was forced upon the Arab people, which you feel is 
a historical injustice. While you may not be able to make the state of Israel disappear\, it is critical for 
Palestinians, not Israel, to determine the nature of a Palestinian state. It is also important, in your view, 
to show the Palestinian people that the Israelis can be scared, that Palestinians do not have to kow-tow 
before Israel as Mahmoud Abbas so often does. There is a strong alternative to his weak leadership, one 
that is rooted in religious faith and strength, not corruption and weakness. 
So, perhaps an alternative path must be pursued – Islamic fundamentalists offer paradise after death, 
confrontation with those who are responsible for your plight, and will provide you with the socio-
economic benefits you can’t get any other way. Finally, in 2000, the Israeli military withdrew unilaterally 
with no Arab concessions. Ultimately, Israel has a breaking point and will not continue to see its soldiers 
and civilians killed. The Hezbollah fighters in Lebanon showed Israel’s weakness. After enough loss of 
life, Israel can be induced to withdraw unilaterally from occupied lands as demonstrated in Southern 
Lebanon in 200, and more recently in Gaza. But continued violence seems to be the only thing Israel 
does respond to. Your sons increasingly feel that Palestinians have lost their land, their ability to move 
about freely, and their dignity – they have nothing left to lose or give other than their lives. 
 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 5) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Aisha: You are head of a Palestinian Human Rights organization. You know more families that have seen 
their children killed or lost relatives than you can count. You have strongly campaigned against what you 
feel are wholesale violations of human rights throughout the Palestinian territories. You are increasingly 
angry at the United States because you find it hypocritical when you constantly hear American rhetoric 
on human rights yet the United States turns its back on Israeli violations of human rights. Human rights 
and human dignity are insured not just in preventing killing, but rather by how people are treated. A 
Palestinian woman dies in childbirth inside an ambulance because Israeli soldiers will not let it pass; 
human life has become cheap. Israelis humiliate Palestinians in almost every aspect of their daily lives. 
Schools are closed; buildings razed; land bulldozed – all in the name of security. There is almost nothing 
left for Palestinians to preserve – and Israeli policies strip Palestinians of almost all dignity. Young men 
are rounded up and held without charges or trials for months. Some are beaten. Most are innocent, but 
become scarred and resentful. Eventually they may become a real terrorist and a real threat to Israelis. 
You feel increasingly that Israel has through its treatment of the Palestinian people over the years 
brought much of the violence on itself; Israeli policies have forged many of the bombers. 
You strongly supported the peace process at first. But you feel that Palestinians cannot be supplicants 
any more. It is better to have no peace than an unjust peace. If there is no hope, if peace does not have 
any payoff for common people, what good is it? 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 6) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Randa: You work with refugees in a United Nations camp outside Jericho. Your concern is that peace is 
not possible without dealing with the needs of the refugees. When asked where they live, many older 
refugees will state that they live in Jaffa or Ramla, places in Israel, places they haven’t seen in 53 years. 
Yet they will show you the key to their house that hangs on a chain around their neck. Even a young boy 
or girl will talk as if they are from a street in a town in Israel. The right of return for the refugees to their 
homes is acknowledged throughout the world in other conflicts by the international community and is 
critical for Jews in their relationship to Israel. Yet Palestinians are denied these rights. Obviously after all 
these years, most Palestinians have no homes to return to, but an acknowledgement of that right is 
critical and just. And, if they cannot return home in actuality, then some form of compensation must be 
made. The international community must decide how to help the stateless refugees in places like 
Lebanon or elsewhere in the Middle East. When a Palestinian state is established, can the millions of 
refugees come there? The strain on poor resources and an overpopulated society will be enormous. But 
the refugees must be given some sense that they will be included in a future peace. Otherwise, they will 
have nothing to lose. You have seen your niece killed in front of you by an Israeli missile. Your cousin 
was shot by Israeli soldiers. You see your own teenage children increasingly radicalized. They hat the 
Jews and hate their American sponsors 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 7) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Mustafa: You and your family live in East Jerusalem and run a hotel. Since September 2000, income has 
fallen nearly 75% as tourists avoid Jerusalem out of fear of violence. You are angry that the Jerusalem 
city government granted tax rebates to Israeli hotel owners but not Palestinians ones even though you 
are bound by Israeli laws and regulations. All of your children have lost hope and moved to Brazil or 
Canada. Everywhere you turn, you are humiliated by the Israeli authorities. You have to wait hours at 
any checkpoint and whether you are allowed to continue you on your way seems random. You are 
treated worse than a dog and made to humble yourself before young Israeli soldiers who assume that all 
Palestinians are terrorists. You have just learned that a religious group of Jews wants to petition the 
government to condemn your hotel so they can ultimately move into it and set up a religious 
community in the center of Jerusalem. The old city of Jerusalem must be internationalized. The United 
Nations has called for this since 1948. In addition, East Jerusalem should be given to the Palestinian 
people as their capital. East Jerusalem has always been predominantly Arab. You like the old idea of a 
single shared city government for the municipality of Jerusalem with two separate capitals, the Israeli 
one in the west, the Palestinian one in the east. Jerusalem is special so should have the most unique 
status in the world. 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 8) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Ghassan: You are an Israeli Arab from Haifa. You had never been politically active, but the violence of 
the past few years has scarred you. You have relatives who live in the West Bank but had not really 
thought of their cause as your cause. But today, you are treated differently. Israeli Jews now think of you 
as the enemy. Some of the suicide bombers have been Israeli citizens; some of those killed by Israeli 
bullets have also been Israeli Arabs. You are increasingly torn. You and most other non-Jewish citizens 
are not welcome to join the Israeli Defence Forces, your villages are provided second-rate services and 
your schools are inferior. You essentially feel like a second-class citizen in a self-described Jewish state. 
Yet, you have a much better life than your cousins in the Palestinian Authority. You have a job; your 
standard of living is five times what they have. Often in the past your cousins thought of you as soft and 
not a true Palestinian. In many ways, you are suspect in the eyes of all sides of the conflict. 
 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 9) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Yossi: You are a professor of history at Hebrew University. You are increasingly reminded of what 
former Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir once said: “I don’t hate the Arabs for what they do to us, but 
for what they make us do to them.” That is how you feel now. Israel has no choice but to answer the 
Palestinian violence with strong military retaliation. This hurts Israel but you feel that there is no choice 
because the Palestinians still seem to want to destroy Israel. The destruction of Israel remains written in 
the PLO Charter to this day. Hamas will not acknowledge Israel’s existence, much less your right to exist 
as a Jewish state. Even if Israel gave back all of the territory from 1967, the Palestinians would simply 
want the rest of the land until all the Jews had been pushed back into the sea. You were more tolerant 
and opposed to the policies of the government until the bombing of the cafeteria at Hebrew University 
six years ago, one of the few places Arab and Jew could come together without fear or prejudice. There 
is no safe haven any more. It seems that the only way Israelis can ever be safe again is to separate 
themselves completely from the Palestinians. There can be no return of Palestinian refugees. To absorb 
more Arabs into Israel would destroy the character and essence of the Jewish state. And to let more 
refugees into the Palestinian territories would further radicalize them. They would be that much closer 
to the place they left in 1948 and would covet them, and the destruction of Israel, that much more. 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 10) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
David: You are a South African Jewish emigrant who came to Israel over 20 years ago. You wanted to 
live in a country that was built by Jews, for Jews. You wanted to help in building it and strengthening it 
even more. You moved into a settlement on the West Bank in order to help Israel lay claim to land that 
had been Jewish as far back as 3000 years ago. You and your fellow settlers vow never to give up land 
that rightfully belongs to the Jews – given to them by God. The Arabs have demonstrated that they have 
no interest in living with Jews given the violence they perpetuate even when given areas of autonomy. 
They were given a chance to be peaceful and they failed. You, like many of your neighbors, wonder why 
the other Arab states do not accept the Palestinians. And, there already is a Palestinian state – in Jordan, 
where Palestinians are a majority of the population and where they have citizenship. There were never 
Palestinians before 1948, just Arabs. Now they claim a right as a people because their Arab brethren did 
not take most of them in, and have actually treated them worse than the Israelis ever have. 
You strongly support the tough policy of the government in its retaliation for Palestinian violence. In 
your mind, the Palestinians must see that violence does not pay. If Israel were to return to the 
negotiating table now, the Palestinians would view this as a victory for violence and would use renewed 
violence any time they wanted to extract a concession from Israel. 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 11) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Rachel: You are with the Peace Now movement, which has always advocated an independent state for 
Palestinians and condemned the Israeli military occupation. You feel that this has become a huge 
tragedy because in many ways, both sides are right; both have legitimate claims. Chaim Weizmann, 
Israel’s first president, admitted that the Jews were no more morally right than Arabs. But injustice was 
unavoidable and the decision would be whether to be unjust to Jews or Arabs. Zionists believed they 
had nothing else left; they couldn’t stay in Europe and weren’t wanted elsewhere. So you want to find a 
way to make this work. If only the Palestinians would stop the terror and the Israelis would leave the 
settlements and the West Bank. You feel that military occupation has eroded the special nature of Israel. 
Prior to twenty years ago, Israel was the underdog and there was a sense of morality and right in its 
military campaigns for survival in the Middle East. Today, Israel seems like a bully too often. 
 
As a school teacher in a community near Jerusalem, you have had to deal with years of trauma that the 
ongoing violence and insecurity has produced in children. A suicide bomb was detonated on a bus in 
your town and a sniper killed two young women near the school. The children are being traumatized. 
The learning in the classroom has declined, attention spans are shorter, and children are scared. But you 
have also noted that for many of the children, they talk about Palestinians or Arabs as the enemy. 
“Those people” or “them” is often used. All Arabs seem bad or evil to them. For others, there is 
confusion about why anyone wants to hurt them or their family. As one little girl asked, “if we stop 
hurting them, will they stop hurting us?” You sense that little Palestinian girls probably ask the same 
question, but none of the adults seems to have an answer. 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 12) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Simona: You are a child of Jewish parents who were forced out of Iraq in the 1950s. One of your 
greatest fears is that most Palestinians acknowledge that Israel exists as a fact but not that Israel has a 
right to exist. Your concern is that Arabs only acknowledge this because they cannot do anything about 
it – for now. But if they could, they would destroy Israel because in their minds Israel has no right to 
exist as a Jewish state. Until the Palestinians condemn the terrorist attacks and acknowledge the rights 
and suffering of Jews instead of focusing only on their own sense of victimization, there can be no 
discussion of peace. You don’t feel that the Palestinians should be expelled from the land nor should 
they be discriminated against. But they must realize that they are a minority in a Jewish state. As long as 
Palestinian Arabs recognize that Israel is a Jewish state and that Jews have a right to a state in their 
ancestral homeland, as ordained by God, then they are free to live here equitably and are free to share 
in the prosperity and future of this state, but as a minority. The Palestinians, through their continued 
terrorism are telling Israelis: “you will never be safe in what you claim to be your home.” You have 
friends who have been killed by Palestinian bombs, including the 14-year old daughter of your neighbor. 
You are incensed that the Palestinians use their own young to kill young Israeli children. Targets such as 
buses, discos, pool halls, pizza parlors, even schools, show the lack of respect for human life by the 
Palestinians. 
 
You find it hard not to support the retaliation against the Palestinian Authority because it seems that a 
majority of Palestinians support the terrorism. Yitzhak Rabin, when he was Prime Minister, condemned 
the attacks of right wing or fanatical Israelis. He said of them that they were not true Israelis and they 
would not stand in the way of peace when he pronounced, “We spit you out.” Why won’t Abbas “spit 
out” the terrorists and the Palestinian extremists such as Hamas? Until new leadership of the 
Palestinians emerges, Israel should refuse to negotiate anything. Public opinion surveys by your 
newspaper reveal that a strong majority of Israelis would support an independent Palestinian state but 
also support the strong military crackdown on the Palestinians by the Israeli government. Most Israelis 
despair that the violence has no end. The Palestinians will not stop killing them and they must go on 
killing Palestinians to show that terrorism does not pay 
 
  



Israeli-Palestinian Facilitated Dialogue Simulation (Role 13) 

 
You have been given this role to play for the simulation. This is meant to give you an identity and a 
perspective from which to discuss the critical issues dividing Israelis and Palestinians: land, security, 
refugees, Palestinian autonomy, Jerusalem, and incitement to hate and violence. Please stick to your 
role, express yourself about what you feel the needs and interests of you and your community are, be 
creative and have fun. 
 
Avner: You are an orthodox rabbi. For many years you constantly heard that the basis of peace between 
Israel and its neighbors, between Israel and the Palestinians was “land for peace.” That was how Israel 
made peace with Egypt and Jordan. Ehud Barak was prepared to give back almost all of the West Bank 
and Gaza, even though that could make Israel more vulnerable. But for the Palestinians, the formula 
seems to be “land for words.” The Palestinians’ only obligation to a peace process seemed to be to show 
up and receive concessions. Arafat would never acknowledge Israel’s right to exist and he would only 
say he recognized Israel in English. Whenever he spoke in Arabic it was in very anti-Israeli tones. Abbas is 
not much better and Hamas is much worse. How can Israel make peace under such conditions? Israel 
cannot make itself vulnerable and then see how the Palestinians act. Israel needs guarantees up front. 
Jews have no other homeland. Israel’s very existence is at stake. For the Palestinians, as Arabs, they can 
fall back on their Arab cousins as they have in the past. Jordan has a majority of Palestinians. You are 
also very concerned that Judaism not be displaced from Jerusalem. Israel must retain sovereignty. The 
prospect of returning to Jerusalem is in the heart of every Jew. It is the center of the Jewish religion. 
Muslims claim Jerusalem as being equally holy, but in fact Mecca and Medinah are far more important 
in Islam. Jews allow Muslims to worship on the Temple Mount, yet periodically the Muslims throw rocks 
down on the Jewish worshippers at the Western (Wailing) Wall. Jews still are not accepted or allowed to 
live in peace, even in their own state. 
 
What bothers you most about the Palestinians is that they don’t seem to see Israelis as humans who can 
suffer, who have fears and concerns. When Israelis are killed, or even when Americans were killed on 
September 11th, they cheer. Some of them deny that the Holocaust even occurred. Israelis need to be 
acknowledged as a people. That was why Israel could make peace with Anwar Sadat, with Egypt. Sadat 
came to Jerusalem, the very center, the very symbol of Judaism, and said he was willing to make peace. 
He broke down the psychological walls between Egypt and Israel, between Arabs and Jews. Shortly after 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace agreement a Jordanian border guard went berserk and killed some young 
Israelis on a picnic. King Hussein visited the families of the victims and grieved with them. He made a 
connection with the Israeli people as human beings. Arafat and Abbas have occasionally condemned 
terror attacks but they never grieve for the victims, never make gestures to Israel that acknowledge 
Israeli needs and fears. How can Israel ultimately make peace with such people? 
 


